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Discussion on Implementing the recommendations by the 9/11 Commission
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Introduction
Following the 9/11 terror attack, a commission was appointed to review the events leading up to this terror activity and to make useful recommendations on how best to contain the occurrence of such an attack in the future (‘National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States’, 2004). A lot of has since happened, and most of the recommendations implemented. The results of such implementation have mixed feelings. However, there is no doubt that countering terrorism remains the leading priority item that informs our national security.  

 How to implement the recommended changes by the 9/11 Commission
One of the recommendations made by the 9/11 Commission is that the U.S. government needed to classify and prioritize on probable or real safe havens for terrorists. The Commission encouraged the U.S. government to mobilize the necessary resources in terms of implementing strategies to reign in on such hideouts. Also, the U.S. government was urged to cooperate with other nations in this war on terror. While the United States managed to identify the hideout place for Osama Bin Laden and his operatives in Afghanistan. He was eventually, but the operation left in its wake massive destruction of property and loss of lives. 
The good thing is that the Afghani government cooperated with the U.S. government on this operation. Pakistan is also another hideout for terrorists. There is evidence that intelligence officers and the army in Pakistan appears to sympathize with the extremist groups. This contributes to the proliferation of terrorism. The fight on terrorism has also taken a political dimension, with the Pakistan government claiming that its nuclear technology activities should not be associated with terror. While this recommendation has help to achieve relative success in certain areas, I feel that more is achievable as long as we have the right political will, which seems to be lacking.  
The 9/11 Commission also recommended that there be an open confrontation on the relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United States (‘U.S. Department of Homeland Security’, 2011).  For a long time, oil has been the common factor that has helped strengthen this relationship between these two countries. In this case, the United States has, for decades, relied on Saudi Arabia as a leading source of crude oil. As a result, the relationship between these two countries has been good for the most part. The Commission recommends the inclusion of economic and political reform in a bid to enhance this relationship. Additionally, there is a need for increased cultural respect and tolerance, which will dramatically contribute to the fight against terrorism. 
However, there is a feeling that Saudi Arabia, on account of its Muslim connection, lacks the political will to wage war on terror groups. For many years the Saudi Arabia government has spent part of its oil revenue in financing militant Islamic fundamentalism. Such a move does not go down well with the recommendation by the 9/11 Commission. By engaging in such sponsorship activities, we have seen an increase in violence and hatred among various Islamic fundamentalism groups, including the Shiites and Sunnis. The ensuing division has further turned the geopolitics of the region on its head. Considering the cordial relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United States, one gets the feeling that this recommendation has not achieved the level of success that we would have anticipated. 
A third recommendation by the 9/11 Commission calls for the adoption of a comprehensive counterterrorism strategy by the United States government. The strategy should encompass policies geared towards the realization of open societies, one that fosters the development, while also granting people opportunities to improve their lives and those of their children. I am of the view that this policy is effective, seeing as economic and social grievances are some of the leading causes of involvement in terror attacks. 
The problem is that when people encounter economic hardships and there is no solution to these problems, they will still be incited to join terror groups under the pretext of financial gains. On this, I fill that the United States government has done little in the way of creating ample opportunities for such people. When they seek greener pastures in the United States and other developed countries, such individuals are put through rigorous vetting and checking processes at the immigration departments and airports. Although it seems like an excellent strategy for keeping terrorists away from our boarders, on the other hand, cases of terrorism continue are on the rise globally.
Conclusion
Since the events of the September 11 terror attacks, the U.S. government has been very committed to implementing the various bipartisan recommendations contained in the 9/11 Commission Report. It has allowed us to implemented measures aimed at improving homeland security, identifying and destroying the safe havens for terror groups, and the adoption of a comprehensive counterterrorism strategy anchored in economic policies and an open society. In spite of some of the successes in implementing the recommendations, it is still too early to declare whether we have contained terrorism. The jihadist ideology seems to appeal to more people, which explain why the threat is genuine. It calls for the adoption of beneficial strategies that take into account the political, social, economic, and cultural differences. More importantly, there is a need to identify Muslim partners who are both practical and credible and hence would be of great assistance to the war on terror.
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